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A new dedicated shore crane is expected to help 

Thunder Bay attract new business to its port. Michael 

Gravelle, Ontario’s minister of northern development, 

mines and forestry, recently announced a $1-million 

grant from the province’s Northern Ontario Heritage 

Fund towards the purchase of the versatile $3-million 

crane. The other $2 million will come from Thunder Bay 

Port Authority coffers. 

 

The crane’s presence is bound to ratchet up the Lake 

Superior port’s strategic importance for handling bulk 

traffic, forest products and special project cargoes. 

 

“We have never had a dedicated shore crane before,” said port authority CEO Tim Heney. “Previously, 

we had to use ships’ gear, or cargoes would have to be offloaded at Duluth or other U.S. ports. This 

crane will raise the port’s profile and definitely attract new business.” 

 

In the last several years, Thunder Bay has become a strategic transshipment point for various project 

cargoes destined to the massive developments in the Alberta oilsands and for the green energy sectors. 

 

The Province of Ontario established the Northern Ontario Heritage Fund Corporation to assist northern 

communities such as Thunder Bay in creating new jobs. The availability of the crane could mean 10 to 15 

new ships per year, thereby creating numerous jobs in the port. The economic impact per ship visit is 

well over $100,000, so the acquisition of the crane is significant. 

 

“Modern, efficient infrastructure is an important economic building block for Northern Ontario,” said 

Mr. Gravelle, who is also chairman of the Northern Ontario Heritage Fund Corporation. 

 

Empire Stevedoring manager Dave Bryson said the new crane will give Thunder Bay “the advantages 

that other ports have had over us. It’s a different story now. This will put us on equal if not better 

footing to attract new business.” 

 

“The versatility and efficiency offered by this new crane will definitely open the door to develop new 

customers and possibly renew the interest for liner service to and from Thunder Bay,” said Logistec 

Stevedoring’s Vasko Popovic. 

 

The crane will be able to hoist 80 tonnes per lift and can operate at a pace of 500 tonnes per hour. 

Currently being built in Europe, the crane will be shipped to Thunder Bay and is expected to be in place 

by the fall. 

 



In picture: Michael Gravelle (foreground), Ontario’s minister of northern development, mines and 

forestry, and Tim Heney, CEO of the Thunder Bay Port Authority, with an image of the type of crane that 

will be delivered to the port in the fall. Photo: Thunder Bay Port Authority 

  

This article is posted with permission from Canadian Sailings Magazine and can also be found: 

http://www.canadiansailings.ca/Editorial/News/PortsTerminals/Ports20/tabid/185/Default.aspx 

www.canadiansailings.ca 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 


